
to say that the work of this association has been one of
the most important factors in developing this specialty
throughout the world. Since the organization of this
association, the principal European associations have
been formed, and several other societies have been
organized in this country. In 1879 only thirty-three
men in the United States were giving sufficient atten¬
tion to laryngology to be considered specialists, but now

there are seventy-three in the parent organization.
There are many who interest themselves in the

Section of Laryngology, which was added a few years
ago to the American Medical Association. There
are from two to three hundred in the other organiza¬
tions throughout the States, and the subject has
become so popular that the majority of general prac¬
titioners have fitted their offices with compressed air
and spray tubes, and every town and many cross¬

roads have their specialists, more or less qualified for
the treatment of diseases of the nose and throat.
From the more advanced workers in this field, much
of great importance to the profession, and through it
to humanity, has been learned.

Among the more important papers that mark the
development and progress of laryngology and rhi-
nology may be mentioned those upon lupus, by Asch,
de LaSota, Knight, Johnston and Jarvis; buccal
and lingual tuberculosis, by Bosworth, Delavan and
others; laryngeal tuberculosis, by Gleitzman, Dela¬
van and Murray; paralysis, by Elsberg and others;
laryngectomy, by J. Solis Cohen; laryngeal pho¬
tography, by French; laryngeal asthma, by Glasgow;
chorea laryngis, by Holden Knight, Lefferts and
Langmaid; tension of vocal bands and anatomy of the
larynx, by Hooper and Seiler; tumors of the larynx,
by Johnson and others; the voice and singer's nodes,
by Langmaid, Curtis and Knight; spasm of the
vocal cords; laryngeal whistling and laryngitis spas¬
tica, by Mulhall, Roe and Knight; intubation of
the larynx, byO'DwYER; malignant disease of larynx,
by Delavan and others; leucoplakia buccalis, by the
author; deflections and exostosis of the nasal septum,
by Roberts, Delavan, Talbott, the author, and
others; treatment of goiter, byOHLS and others; hay-
fever and reflex phenomena from nasal disease, by
Daly, Roe, Sajous and Elsberg; Relation of asthma
to catarrh, by Daly and Bosworth; diseases of the
antrum, by Brown, Daly and Bosworth; atrophie
rhinitis, by Delavan, Rhodes, Casselberry, Rice
and many others; hypertrophie rhinitis, by Allen,
Shurly, Mackenzie and Jarvis; retronasal fibroma,
by Lincoln and others; histology of catarrh, by Mac¬
kenzie; membranous rhinitis, by Major; nasal mu¬
cous polypi, by Knight and Wright; bacteriology of
the nose, by Park and Wright; ethmoidal affections,
by Bosworth and Mackenzie ; Ludwig's angina, by
Newcomb; relations of nasal diseases to disorders of
digestion, by Robinson, Brown and French; rela¬
tions of catarrhal affections of the upper air-passages
to pulmonary tuberculosis, by Solly and the author;
adenoid vegetations, by Allen and many others; ton-
sillotomy, by Lefferts, Mackenzie, the author and
others; rheumatic and gouty sore throat, by the au¬

thor and Rice; vasomotor neuroses, by Mackenzie;

congenital syphilis of the throat, by Mackenzie;
stricture of the esophagus, by Roe and others; gal-
vanocautery in diseases of throat and nose, by Shurly
and others; pharyngomycosis, by Knight and others.
Many other diseases have been carefully studied by
American laryngologiste, and in spite of the many
obstacles presented to physicians in this country,
much valuable scientific work has been accomplished
in this line. E. Fletcher Ingals.

NEUROLOGY AND PSYCHIATRY IN AMERICA.
At the time of the organization of the American

Médical Association, specialists in medicine were

rare, but psychiatry existed and had its special organ.
American psychiatry dates from early in the century
and had a more than respectable standing even fifty
years ago. The first American alienists were strong
men in their profession, and the early volumes of the
American Journal of Insanity are ample evidence of
this fact. Such men as Ray, Brigham, Galt, Earle,
and others, were in no way inferior to their confrères
in any country, and it should be remembered in this
connection that it was the inspiration of American
practical work in this line that, through Miss Dix'
intervention, brought about reform in the treatment
of the insane in Scotland, now the country of model
asylums.

Neurology, on the other hand, as a special depart¬
ment of medicine or a specialty by itself, is of much
more recent date. It may be indeed said to date back
hardly more than thirty-five or forty years, at the
utmost. It does not follow from this statement that
there was no activity in this direction prior to that
date, for such was not the case, but the alienists were

the only professed specialists, and observations and
publications on neurologic lines were recognized only
as contributions to general medicine. There were

many such, among them some giving the results of
experimental investigation, like the well-known re¬

searches of Brown-Séquard, himself a member of the
Association, on the sympathetic system, in 1852.
The prize essay of Dr. H. F. Campbell, a former
president of the American Medical Association, and
his claims of priority over Marshall Hall, may also
be mentioned in this connection, together with many
other papers giving observations of more or less inter¬
est in nerve pathology. America was not, however,
at that time a good country in which to publish facts;
it is doubtful whether even Brown-Séquard, had he
continued to publish his researches here, would have
attracted the attention which he received from his
later European investigations. American works on

the practice of medicine, like those of Wood and
Flint, were sometimes quoted abroad in their state¬
ments in regard to nervous disorders, but that was

about the extent of European recognition of Ameri¬
can neurology.

It was in the closing years of the Civil War that
the first thoroughly appreciated American work on a

neurologic subject appeared, that of Mitchell, More-
house, and Keen on "Gunshot Wounds of Nerves,"
afterward elaborated by Mitchell in his well-known
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"Injuries to Nerves, and their Consequences." At
this time, too, Dean had just recently published his
elaborate anatomic work on the medulla and trape¬
zium. W. A. Hammond, R. T. Edes, Beard, and the
younger Seguin were beginning to contribute impor¬
tant articles, and in the early seventies American
neurology as a specialty may be said to have been
fairly launched. Dr. W. A. Hammond's work on

nervous disease, which appeared in 1871 and has run

through a number of editions, was a sort of landmark
as the first, and for some time the only, American first-
class text-book on this class of disorders. It has had
many successors of late years of the highest order of
merit, but it was the pioneer to gain recognition both
here and abroad.

The organization of the American Neurological
Association in 1874 was another landmark in the his¬
tory of neurology in America. Since its inception it
has been a stimulus to original work and has well
supplemented and supported the work of more local
societies. Its influence on American psychiatry,
though perhaps not generally acknowledged, has
been a salutary one and now, like its sister organi¬
zation, the American Medico-Psychological Associa¬
tion, it includes in its membership a large number of
active workers in both of the allied specialties.

The American contributions to neurology have been
in the last two or three decades exceedingly numerous,
and among them may be mentioned the works of
Spitzka, Barker, Langdon and others on the finer
anatomy of the nervous system, the original investiga¬
tions of Dana, Mills, Ott, Berkley, Brown, Knapp,
Hun, Osler, and others on its physiology ; of Wilder
on its comparative anatomy, nomenclature, etc.; con¬

tributions of Starr, Deaver, Eskridge, Park, Keen,
and many others, to the surgery of the brain, with
many more equally notable, which want of space
forbids enumerating. The activity in neurologic re¬

search in this country is at present very great, and
American work in this specialty stands high through¬
out the world. In this connection should be men¬

tioned the not strictly medical work that is being
published in this line, much of it of th» very highest
class, in such journals as the American Journal of
Morphology and the Journal of Comparative Neu¬
rology, and other scientific publications devoted to
biology and kindred subjects. They include a large
number of very important researches, many of which
have a very direct medical importance and should be
included here. The present activity in physiologico-
psychologic research has also its neurologic side, but
lack of space prevents more than its mere mention.

At the time of the beginning of American neuro¬

logic work, some thirty years ago, psychiatry in this
country was not at its best, but since then it has like¬
wise advanced, and at the present time it stands higher,
both as regards its practical and its scientific aspects,
than at any previous period. Though still suffering
from the effect of political control of asylums in some

parts of the country, the specialty is on a higher
plane than at any previous time, and with such aux¬

iliaries as the New York State Laboratory, and a

similar, though less endowed arrangement in one or

two other States, the prospects of really scientific
work in this department were never better.

In the above outline only a few prominent facts
have been touched on; more details would have
unduly lengthened this notice. Enough has been
said, however, to indicate briefly the progress that has
been made.

NATHAN SMITH DAVIS.
Dr. N. S. Davis modestly made but little reference

to himself in his account of the ex-presidents of the
Association, and so we take the liberty of making
this addendum and of reproducing a steel engraving
which represents the "Father of the American Med¬
ical Association," as he looked fifty years ago.1

Dr. Nathan Smith Davis was born in the town¬
ship of Greene, N. Y., Jan. 9, 1817. His elementary
education was in the common district school of the
neighborhood, supplemented by one term in Cazen-
ovia Seminary. He was graduated in medicine from
the College of Physicians and Surgeons of the West¬
ern District of New York, located in Fairfield, Herki-
mer Co., N. Y., in January, 1837. After a few months'
practice in Vienna, Oneida Co., N. Y., he moved to
Binghamton, and was elected delegate to represent the
Broome County Medical Society in the Medical So¬
ciety of the State of New York. It was while attending
the annual meeting of the last named society in
Albany, in February, 1845, that he offered the resolu¬
tions, the adoption of which led to the national med¬
ical conventions of 1846 and 1847, and the permanent
organization of the American Medical Association.
Desiring a wider field for professional work, in 1847
he moved to the city of New York, but was induced to
remove to Chicago in the autumn of 1849, to fill a

professorship in Rush Medical College, and has
remained in this city during the intervening fifty
years.

Dr. Davis' medical work is part of the history of
medicine in this country. He is a pioneer in med¬
ical education—one of the very earliest to advance the
idea of reform—a leading founder of the Ameri¬
can Medical Association, which in its incipiency
was chiefly devoted to this cause, and later, as the
founder of the Chicago Medical College, which was
the pioneer in the lengthening of the course in medi¬
cine, his services have been most valuable.

He has been active in almost everything that re¬
lates to the advancement of the profession, and fore¬
most among those who have been honorably repre¬
sented in these movements. He was secretary-general
and later president of the International Medical Con¬
gress in 1887; he was one of the founders of th^
Illinois State Medical Society, Chicago Academy of
Sciences, Chicago Historical Society, Illinois State
Microscopic Society and the Northwestern University.
His contributions to medical literature have been
numeroue and of value. Among hie early worke may
be mentioned his essay on the " Physiology of the
Nervous System," for which, in 1841, he received
the prize for the best analysis of the discoveries

1 The cut found on page 1208 was intended to be used with this article
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